This commemorative issue of the Journut of Mechanical Engineering Science is a tribute from his friends and colleagues to a most distinguished engineer who made outstanding contributions to a wide range of engineering problems, and to university education. He was also a founding member of the Editorial Panel of this Journal and served on it from 1959 to 1 9 8 6 l o n g e r than any other member. He was very regular in his attendance at Panel meetings and had very strong views as to which papers were or were not suitable for publication.
I first met Dick Bishop many years ago-indeed more than I care to remembe--when he was a somewhat aggressive protagonist of a particular approach to the analysis of the vibration of large rotating machinery at a time when I preferrred an experimental attack on the problems presented. This was soon after I joined the staff of the Department of Mechanical Engineering at Imperial College as a Reader in Applied Mechanics.
In those days the Department, under Sir Owen Saunders, was strong in thermodynamics and fluid mechanics and I was charged with the task of putting some real substance and significance into the materials and dynamics teaching and research.
With Dr Bishop at University College, it was inevitable that our paths crossed and, in those halcyon days, it was easy for a few of us from the Colleges of the University to meet informally for a lively discussion about some topic that arose out of somebody's research. Bishop always had a stimulating contribution to make.
I lost touch with him to some extent during his Cambridge days, but I continued to admire his work and on his return to London we met frequently. He was a great and dedicated supporter of JMES during my Chairmanship of the Editorial Panel. I followed Sir Owen Saunders, who, with a few others like myself, had convinced the Council of the Institution that we needed a vehicle through which to publish papers of high quality on engineering science. Professor Bishop made an invaluable contribution in maintaining and developing the high quality of JMES and we owe him a debt of gratitude on this quite apart from his many contributions to teaching and research. It was truly appropriate that he was elected to the Fellowship of the Royal Society and to the Fellowship of Engineering.
Dick always held strong views which he put over with enthusiasm, but as his personality developed with the years I came to esteem him as a kindly man of integrity and farsightedness in all his dealings professional and personal.
Professor David Newland, the fourth Chairman, gives his own contribution at the beginning of the paper by him included in this issue.
The papers in this issue contain contributions from many of Dick Bishop's closest colleagues. The following comments in a letter from Professor S Mahalingam to the Editor reinforce some of Sir Hugh's comments:
A man with an extraordinary capacity for intellectual work, he accomplished every task that he undertook with sustained enthusiasm and energy. Forthright in manner and impatient at times, he wasn't discouraged by difficulties, and communicated his enthusiasm to all of us who were associated with him . . . . He had a talent for lucid and vivid expression which is evident in his published work .... He gave me much encouragement over the years, and I shall always remember his generosity and the many acts of personal kindness .... He invited me to spend a sabbatical year at Brunel from where he planned to retire in September 1990. Sadly he died before my reply reached him.
Professor R E D Bishop [courtesy of Brunel University] 2
In this issue we have attempted to reflect some of the areas of engineering science to which Dick Bishop contributed. It is difficult for researchers to produce papers on request and readers will not expect a volume of milestone papers, but we hope this issue is a worthy commemoration of an eminent colleague and past Editor.
The present Editor is particularly grateful to Professors David Ewins and David Newland who have assisted in the task of producing this issue.
